
 

European Exploration of the New World Map Activity 1 
 

The map below illustrates the patterns of European exploration of the New World.  Use it to answer the following questions.  Refer to the following maps 
to complete item 5: Glencoe p.87 AND TCI p.21. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Follow the routes of the two French explorers.  How does Verrazano’s route differ from Cartier’s? 

 
 

2. Ponce de León was the first explorer of Florida.  Find Florida on the map and trace de León’s route in red.  Color-code the route on the key. 
 

3. Which explorer journeyed to the Isthmus of Panama? What country was he from?  
Highlight his route in green.  Be sure to color-code the route on the key. 
 

4. Henry Hudson explored the New World for what two countries?  and   
Highlight each of Hudson’s routes in different colors.  Be sure to color-code the routes on the key. 
 

5. Using the maps in your textbooks, make a timeline on a separate page indicating the order in which each of the explorers set off on their journeys. 

 



 

European Land Claims in North America, 1763 Map Activity 2 
 

Refer to the following maps to complete the map: Glencoe p.119 AND TCI p.32.  Then use the map to answer the remaining questions. 

 
1. On the map to the left, use different colors or patterns to 

distinguish between those areas claimed by Great Britain, 
France, Spain, and the Netherlands. 
Be sure to color-code the key. 
 

2. Today, thousands of cities and town dot the map of North 
America.  What were the only cities that the cartographer 
of this map considered large enough to mention? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why do you think only these large cities were noted? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Which country settled the largest area? 
 
 
Which settled the smallest area? 
 
 
Bonus: Which country settled the area that is now Alaska? 
Shade this area on the map and add it to the key. 

 


