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Introduction 
Have you ever done something you regretted? Have you ever 
wanted to do something, but didn’t because you were afraid 
or self-conscious? At many points in our lives, we will wonder 
how life would have been different if certain things had or had 
not happened. Sometimes it’s fun to think about what could 
happen and how things could be different. However, thinking 
about life with “what ifs” can get out of hand, especially if 
you let the “what ifs” take over! 
 
Assignment 
Read the “what if…” statements related to To Kill a 
Mockingbird.  Select one of the statements. Create nine of 
your own “what ifs” that build on the one you selected. When 
you’re finished, write an ending or solution to the situation. 
 
Starters: 

1. What if the men had taken Tom from the Jail? 
2. What if Atticus had not killed Tim Johnson? 
3. What if Mrs. Dubose never broke her morphine habit? 
4. What if Burris Ewell had attacked Miss Caroline? 
5. What if Scout had seen Boo Radley give her the blanket? 
6. What if Dill came back to marry Scout? 
7. What if Calpurnia wanted to go to college? 
8. What if Jean Louise had turned into a “little lady”? 
9. What if Jem and Scout hadn’t shown up at the jail? 

 
 
Here’s an example of a partial “what if…” list: 
Starter—> What if Boo Radley had come outside? 

What if he grabbed Jem and Scout? 
What if the police came? 
What if they couldn’t get him to release the children? 
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