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After reading the paragraph that accompanies the picture 
below, answer the following questions.  You may need to use 
additional sources for some. 
 
1. Who found the artifact?  When and where was it found? 
2. Why do you suppose it is written in three languages?  What 

are the three languages? 
3. How would you go about deciphering such an artifact? 
4. What is the importance of being able to “read” the stone? 
5. What assumption(s) can you make about Mr. Avery from his 

remark about the Rosetta Stone? 
 

BONUS: Make up your own code and use a phrase or sentence 
from the advertisement below to create a an encoded 
message.  Be sure to write out the code and answer. 

 
  

 

THE ROSETTA STONE 
Egyptian, 195 B.C. 

 
What better gift for book lovers 

than a genuine reproduction of the 

stone that unlocked the secrets of 

Egyptian writing.  Here is an 

amazingly detailed and beautiful 

replica of the original Rosetta 

Stone, which, in 1799, was 

discovered by Napoleon and 

enable French Egyptologists to 

decipher the elaborate picture-

language of Egyptian 

hieroglyphics.  Impressive in its 

execution, mesmerizing in detail, 

this museum-quality piece presents 

14 lines of hieroglyphics, 28 lines 

of Egyptian demotic script, and 54 

lines of Greek, with every 

character finely carved into the 

surface of this splendidly sculpted 

facsimile of the original in the 

British Museum. 
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