
From Easy Street to Hooverville 
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~MA04/hess/Slang/depression.html 

 
Step 1: Scroll to the bottom of the page.  Click “Check Out More Hooverisms Here” 
Step 2: Click on the forward hands/arrows to view information for “Greetings from 
Hooverville.” 
 
1. Where was Hooverville? 

2. What three things did President Hoover do to try to prevent 
economic disaster after the stock market crash? 

3. Why was President Hoover called “the man who would pay 
for grain for starving animals, but not food for starving 
people”? 

4. Complete the chart:  
TERM DEFINITION 

Hoover blanket 
 

Hoover cars 
 

Hoover flags 
 

Apple Annie 
 

Brains trust 
 

Fireside chat 
 

New Deal 
 

 
5. Do you think that people should blame the president in 

tough economic times?  Why/why not?  Should the 
president be praised when the economy is strong?  
Why/why not? 
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