
To Kill a Mockingbird  - Quotation Analysis 
FOR EACH QUOTATION… 

Write: the quotation(s) in your journal 
Identify: the context, the speakers/listeners 
Explain: the significance of each quotation 

 

Context – noun - 1. the circumstances relevant to an event or fact  
2. the words before and after a word or passage in a piece of writing 
that contribute to its meaning. 
 

Chapter 16 
"This was news, news that put a different light on things: Atticus 
had to, whether he wanted to or not. I thought it odd that he hadn't 
said anything about it-we could have used it many times defending 
him and ourselves. He had to, that is why he was doing it, equaled 
fewer fights and less fussing." 

 

Chapter 17 
"Mr. Ewell wrote on the back of the envelope and looked up 
complacently to see Judge Taylor looking at him as if he were some 
fragrant gardenia in full bloom on the witness stand , to see Mr. 
Gilmer half-sitting, half standing at his table. The jury was watching 
him, one man leaning over with his hands over the railing. 
'What's so interestin'?' he asked. 
'You're left handed Mr. Ewell,' said Judge Taylor." 
 

Chapter 18 
"'It's not an easy question Miss Mayella, so I'll try again. Do you 
remember him beating you about the face?' Atticus's voice had lost 
its comfortableness; he was speaking in his arid, detached 
professional voice. 'Do you remember him beating you about the 
face?' 
'I don't recollect if he hit me. I mean yes I do, he hit me.'" 
 

Chapter 19 
"Mr. Gilmer smiled grimly at the jury. 'You're a mighty good fellow, 
it seems - did all this for not one penny?' 
'Yes suh. I felt right sorry for her, she seemed to try more'n the rest 
of 'em -' 
'You felt sorry for her, you felt sorry for her?' Mr. Gilmer seemed 
ready to rise to the ceiling." 
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