
To Kill a Mockingbird  - Quotation Analysis 
FOR EACH QUOTATION… 

Write: the quotation(s) in your journal 
Identify: the context, the speakers/listeners 
Explain: the significance of each quotation 

 

Context – noun - 1. the circumstances relevant to an event or fact  
2. the words before and after a word or passage in a piece of writing 
that contribute to its meaning. 
 

Chapter 12 
"'It's not necessary to tell all you know. It's not ladylike -in the 
second place, folks don't like to have someone around knowin' more 
than they do. It aggravates 'em. You're not gonna change any of 
them by talkin' right, they've got to want to learn themselves, and 
when they don't want to learn there's nothing you can do but keep 
your mouth shut or talk their language.'" 

 

Chapter 13 
"I never understood her preoccupation with heredity. Somewhere, I 
had received the impression that Fine Folks were people who did 
the best they could with the sense they had, but Aunt Alexandra 
was of the opinion, obliquely expressed, that the longer a family 
had been squatting on one patch of land the finer it was." 
 

Chapter 14 
"'That's because you can't hold something in your mind but a little 
while,' said Jem. 'It's different with grown folks, we -' 
His maddening superiority was unbearable these days. He did not 
want to do anything but read and go off by himself." 
 

Chapter 15 
"'What's the matter?' I asked.  Atticus said nothing. I looked up at Mr. 
Cunningham, whose face was equally impassive. Then he did a 
peculiar thing. He squatted down and took me by both shoulders. 
'I'll tell him you said hey, little lady,' he said. 
Then he straightened up and waved a big paw. 'Let's clear out,' he 
called. 'Let's get going, boys.'" 
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