
To Kill a Mockingbird  - Quotation Analysis 
FOR EACH QUOTATION… 

Write: the quotation(s) in your journal 
Identify: the context, the speakers/listeners 
Explain: the significance of each quotation 

 
Context – noun - 1. the circumstances relevant to an event or fact  
2. the words before and after a word or passage in a piece of writing 
that contribute to its meaning. 
 

Chapter 10 
"Atticus said to Jem one day, 'I'd rather you shoot at tin cans in 
the back yard, but I know you'll go after birds. Shoot all the 
blue jays you want, if you can hit 'em, but remember it's a sin 
to kill a mockingbird.' 
That was the only time I ever heard Atticus say it was a sin to 
do something, and I asked Miss Maudie about it. 
'Your father's right,' she said. 'Mockingbirds don't do one thing 
but make music for us to enjoy. They don't eat up peoples 
gardens, don't nest in corncribs, they don't do one thing but 
sing their hearts out for us. That's why it's a sin to kill a 
mockingbird.'" 

 
 
 

Chapter 11 
"'A lady?' Jem raised his head. His face was scarlet. 'After all 
those things she said about you, a lady?' 
'She was. She had her own views about things, a lot different 
from mine, maybe ...son, I told you that if you hadn't lost your 
head I'd have made you go read to her. I wanted you to see 
something about her.- I wanted you to see what real courage 
is, instead of getting the idea that courage is a man with a gun 
in his hand. It's when you know you're licked before you begin 
but you begin anyway and you see it through no matter what. 
You rarely win, but sometimes you do.'" 
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