
To Kill a Mockingbird Questions 
Answer the questions in your journal. 

Be sure to paraphrase the questions in your answers. 
 

Chapter 18 
1. Describe Mayella Ewell. 
2. Why did Mayella think Atticus was making fun of her? 
3. What was Atticus trying to do by asking Mayella questions 

about her family? 
4. Why didn’t the Ewells think it necessary to send all the 

children to school? 
5. How did Mayella get Tom to come inside the fence? 
6. Did Mayella know Tom before the crime? 
7. Why did Atticus have Tom stand so that Mayella could 

identify him? 
8. Why didn’t the judge put Mayella in jail for contempt? 
9. What do you think may have happened at the Ewell house 

on the day of the crime? 
 
 

Chapter 19 
1. Describe Tom. 
2. What trouble had Tom had with the law? 
3. Who did Tom work for? 
4. When had Tom had dealings with Mayella before the crime? 
5. What did Tom’s testimony reveal about Mayella? 
6. What was Tom’s version of what happened in the Ewell 

house? 
7. Why was Tom so scared that he felt he had to run away? 
8. Why did Dill leave during Tom’s cross examination? 
9. Who was listening to Dill and Scout? 
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